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The Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre and the Holocaust Center of the United Jewish
Federation raised the curtain for more than 300 during a special opening
night performance of Light/The Holocaust & Humanity Project at the
Byham Theater on Thursday.

The largest collaborative project in PBT history, the concept stemmed from a
casual conversation between PBT director Harris Ferris and HC prez Hal
Waldman, an idea to turn a ballet into a community collaboration that soon
garnered the support of Ballet Austin director Cookie Ruiz and Artistic
Director Stephen Mills.

A pre-show tribute at the Renaissance gave supporters including honorary
co-chairs Charles Porter and Hilary Tyson, Artistic Director Terrence Orr,
HC board prez Dave Sufrin, Dr. Edie Naveh, Norma Sobel, Peggy
McKnight, Lisa Kennedy, and Melanie and Jim Crockard the opportunity to
meet and speak with 50 Holocaust survivors before settling into the theater to
watch a moving performance that explores the universal themes of family,
segregation, isolation, survival and hope.
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night performance
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