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Ballet Austin Is Passionate about Its 2005/2006 Season – Passionistas
Ballet Austin presents Carmina Burana, The Nutcracker, New American Talent/Dance, Director’s Choice and Romeo & Juliet in 2005/2006
 

AUSTIN, TX – Under the artistic direction of Stephen Mills, Ballet Austin announces its 2005/2006 season, Passionistas, complete with passion, tradition, love and hot new works from emerging artists.  Ballet Austin kicks off the season with the world premiere of Stephen Mills’ steamy version of Carmina Burana, followed by the holiday favorite, The Nutcracker.  In February, Ballet Austin will host New American Talent/Dance, a unique competition featuring three emerging choreographers.  In March, Director’s Choice/Evolution takes the stage, and Ballet Austin closes its season with Mills’ romantic Romeo & Juliet.
 

Carmina Burana
September 30 – October 2, 2005
Bass Concert Hall
 
Choreographed by Mills, this bold and breathtaking work is set to the music of Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana.  Based on the 13th century poetry of defrocked monks expressing pleasure and pain – in short, the human condition, this cutting-edge, contemporary work is a must-see!  Mills’ world premiere work opens the season by joining forces with the extraordinary vocal ensemble Conspirare and Austin Symphony Orchestra.
 

The 43rd Annual Production of The Nutcracker
December 9 – 23, 2005
Bass Concert Hall
 

Ballet Austin is proud to present Central Texas’ most beloved holiday tradition, The Nutcracker, choreographed by Mills, and set to the timeless music of Pyotr Tchaikovsky, with live accompaniment by the Austin Symphony Orchestra.  Ballet Austin audiences are in for the highlight of the holidays.  Join Clara and friends for an evening of magic and merriment in the Land of Sweets, and prepare to be bewitched all over again.  This twinkling tradition is sure to delight all ages.
 

New American Talent/Dance
February 16-19, 2006
Paramount Theatre
 

Emerging choreographers will be hand-selected to showcase their work at Ballet Austin’s New American Talent/Dance.  Ballet Austin has recruited three talented judges from the dance world to choose three finalists, out of hundreds of entries from emerging choreographers nationwide.  The finalists' work will be performed by Ballet Austin dancers in this unique competition.
 

Director’s Choice/Evolution
March 31 – April 2, 2006
Bass Concert Hall
 

Director’s Choice is back and better than ever.  This dynamic production showcases two works each by Ballet Austin’s Gina Patterson and Stephen Mills.  Patterson juxtaposes her acclaimed first work, Insideout, with her latest creation – a stirring piece set to the music of Dimitri Shostakovich.  Mills presents his seductive ballet, Red Roses, in contrast with a striking new work set to the music of Steve Reich.

Romeo & Juliet
May 12 – 14, 2006
Bass Concert Hall
 

Ballet Austin ends the season with the classic romantic tale, Romeo and Juliet.  Join Ballet Austin and explore one of Shakespeare's great love stories.  Choreographed by Mills with live accompaniment by the Austin Symphony Orchestra, this work premiered in Austin in October of 2001, and became an instant hit.  It contains sword fights, tragedy, love, denial and passion, all essential elements in any Shakespeare classic.  
In 2001, Sondra Lomax with the Austin American-Statesman said, “The production blends action-oriented dancing into a fast-paced drama brimming with requisite beauty and pathos of Shakespeare’s timeless tale.”
 
Ticket Information

Season tickets are available through Ballet Austin box office at 512-476-2163 or online at www.balletaustin.org. 
Ballet Austin
Under the leadership of artistic director Stephen Mills, Ballet Austin has uniquely combined classical dance with innovative style and movement. Ballet Austin presents five productions each year in Austin, tours nationally and is a financially stable $4 million organization. The Company employs 21 professional dancers from around the world to live in Austin for 34 weeks each season.  Ballet Austin II and the Ballet Austin Academy serve as educational arms that strengthen the organization’s core purpose. The Ballet Austin Academy is one of the largest in the United States, serving more than 900 students annually. Ballet Austin has established itself as a world-class company that makes ballet accessible to all and enhances Austin’s reputation as a city that thrives in the arts.
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