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Ballet Austin Receives Invitation from the United States Embassy to Perform in Ljubljana, Slovenia and Abano Terme, Italy
Ballet Austin Hosts a Send-off Party for Stephen Mills and Company Dancers at Arthouse
 

AUSTIN, TX – July 6, 2005 - Ballet Austin is hosting a Bon Voyage party at Arthouse on July 6 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. for Stephen Mills and company dancers as they prepare to embark on a European tour to Slovenia and Italy. Ballet Austin is scheduled to perform at the Festival Ljubljana on July 13, 2005 at the request of the State Department.  In addition, the Company has been invited to attend a reception hosted by the American Embassy.  On July 15, 2005, Ballet Austin will also perform at the Abano Dance Festival.  
“These festivals provide us with an opportunity to tour internationally and a gives Gina and me a chance to share our works in an international arena,” said Mills.  “It is an honor to be selected by the State Department for the Festival Ljubljana and we are looking forward to sharing Ballet Austin with the rest of the world.”

Ballet Austin will perform three works at each festival.  The first piece, One/The Body’s Grace, choreographed by Stephen Mills, features music by Bach, Handel and Gluck and was performed in Montreal last summer to rave reviews.  The second work, Ashes, also choreographed by Mills, was chosen in 1998 as the only American submission at the Rencontres Choreographiques Internationales in Paris.  Finally the third piece, Free to Fly, was choreographed by Gina Patterson, winner of the Choo San Goh Award for choreography in 2004.  
Please join Ballet Austin as it toasts its dancers before their departure.  The reception will be held at Arthouse on July 6.  Arthouse is currently exhibiting New American Talent: The 20th Exhibition (through August 21).  The exhibition is the basis of Mills’ upcoming New American Talent/Dance which will debut in February.  This unique competition will feature works from three emerging choreographers selected from a pool of hundreds of international entries by three judges from the dance world.

Ballet Austin
Under the leadership of artistic director Stephen Mills, Ballet Austin has uniquely combined classical dance with innovative style and movement. Ballet Austin presents five productions each year in Austin, tours nationally and is a financially stable $4 million organization. The Company employs 21 professional dancers from around the world to live in Austin for 34 weeks each season.  Ballet Austin II and the Ballet Austin Academy serve as educational arms that strengthen the organization’s core purpose. The Ballet Austin Academy is one of the largest in the United States, serving more than 900 students annually. Ballet Austin has established itself as a world-class company that makes ballet accessible to all and enhances Austin’s reputation as a city that thrives in the arts.
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