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Ballet Austin II Presents That Spring Thing Ballet
Up and Coming Artists Present Mixed Repertory Performance

AUSTIN, TX – APRIL 11, 2004 – Ballet Austin’s apprentice company, Ballet Austin II, and trainees from the Academy’s Professional Division will present That Spring Thing, a mixed repertory performance, on Saturday, April 16, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at Helm Fine Arts Center, St. Stephen’s Episcopal School.

That Spring Thing features works from several artists including The Naughty Ones by Stephen Mills, Jungle Drums by Gina Patterson, an excerpt from Swan Lake staged after the original choreography of Lev Ivanov, and The Salsa Pit by Dwight Rhoden. The show also highlights two new works from choreographer and Ballet Austin dancer, Reginald Harris. The apprentices will be joined by the Pre-Professional Division Level 8 students, Ballet Austin’s Musical Theater Lab students, Senior and Junior Young Artists of Ballet Austin, and several Ballet Austin Academy students.

This show is sure to captivate the attention of all audience members with its wide range of movement styles and its variety of music featuring Tchaikovsky and Vivaldi alongside local favorites, The Naughty Ones and Grupo Fantasma. That Spring Thing is an opportunity to see the young, fresh faces of Ballet Austin show off their athleticism and grace by imposing their own unique styles on old favorites and new works alike.

Established in 1999, Ballet Austin II serves as Ballet Austin's apprentice program and second company.  The nine apprentices, ranging in age from 18-23, are selected through a nationwide audition process and make their homes in Austin to participate in this unique training opportunity.  They perform with the main company in larger productions as well as presenting their own extensive roster of touring and educational programs across Texas.

Apprentices are contracted with Ballet Austin II for up to two years during which time they receive artistic guidance, career management counseling and job placement assistance.  Ballet Austin II members take company class 2-3 times per week augmented by their own classes and rehearsals conducted by Ballet Austin artistic staff.  Ballet Austin II graduates have gone on to professional contracts with the Nashville Ballet, Carolina Ballet, Eugene Ballet, Ballet Magnificat, Omaha Ballet, the Washington Ballet, Suzanne Farrell Ballet and Dances Patrelle.

Tickets for That Spring Thing are $10 and are available at the door or at the Ballet Austin Box Office by calling (512) 476-2163.  Helm Fine Arts Center is located at St. Stephen’s Episcopal School at 2900 Bunny Run Road.

Ballet Austin

Under the leadership of artistic director Stephen Mills, Ballet Austin has uniquely combined classical dance with innovative style and movement. Ballet Austin presents five productions each year in Austin, tours nationally and is a financially stable $4 million organization. The Company employs 21 professional dancers from around the world to live in Austin for 34 weeks each season.  Ballet Austin II and the Ballet Austin Academy serve as educational arms that strengthen the organization’s core purpose. The Ballet Austin Academy is one of the largest in the United States, serving more than 900 students annually. Ballet Austin has established itself as a world-class company that makes ballet accessible to all and enhances Austin’s reputation as a city that thrives in the arts.

###

