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Ballet Austin’s Classical and Beloved Work, Swan Lake,

 Wraps Up Season
Swan Lake; Light and Dark; Truth and Deception; Good and Evil
AUSTIN, TX – April 18, 2005 – Ballet Austin closes its season with one of ballet’s most beloved works, Swan Lake, which runs May 13 – 15, 2005 at Bass Concert Hall.  Set to the timeless music of Pyotr Tchaikovsky and live accompaniment by the Austin Symphony Orchestra, this updated production delivers all the ethereal beauty and drama expected from such a classic.  
Performances run May 13 and 14 at 8:00 p.m. and May 15 at 2:00 p.m., and because of the popularity of this ballet, Ballet Austin has added an additional matinee performance on Saturday, May 14 at 3:00 p.m.  Ticket prices range from $22 – $66, and are available by calling (512) 469-SHOW or visiting www.startickets.com.  
Stephen Mills, Ballet Austin’s artistic director, follows the traditional work of Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov, but adds an updated twist.  Set in New York’s high society of 1912, complete with an enchanting ballroom scene and beautiful crystal chandeliers reflecting that time period, Mills delivers a captivating exploration of life’s struggles between good and evil.  
“Swan Lake is the pinnacle of the Romantic period of ballet,” said Mills.  “The dual role of Odette and Odile is the quintessential challenge for a classical ballerina because it requires strong technique as well as artistic maturity and tremendous acting skills. This timeless ballet has rarely been performed in Austin, and I thought it was important to share this beloved work with our audience.”

Swan Lake is undoubtedly the most popular of all classical ballets, first performed at the Bolshoi Theater, in Moscow, in 1877.  It is the tragic tale of Odette, the beautiful Swan Queen who is imprisoned under the spell of the evil sorcerer Von Rothbart.  Swan Lake is the ultimate power struggle between good and evil, paired with the promise of everlasting love.

When the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow premiered Swan Lake in 1877, with a specially commissioned score by Tchaikovsky and choreography by the little-known Julius Reisinger, the ballet was not a critical success and soon disappeared. In 1895, two years after Tchaikovsky's death, Swan Lake was revived at the Mariinsky Theater in St. Petersburg by the great balletmaster Marius Petipa and his assistant Lev Ivanov, who together gave it the form that established its pre-eminence among ballet classics.
As Ballet Austin closes its season with Swan Lake, Inga Lujerenko, who has danced with Ballet Austin for 13 years, will give her farewell performance.  Please join Ballet Austin as we applaud the many years of beautiful dance and performance Lujerenko has given Austin.

Ticket Information

For tickets, please call Star Tickets PLUS at 469-SHOW, online at www.startickets.com, Star Tickets PLUS outlets, Albertson’s and Waterloo Records.  Season tickets are available through Ballet Austin box office at 512-476-2163 or online at www.balletaustin.org.  Tickets range from $22-$66.  Please note that some service charges may apply.

Footlights

Show up early (one hour and fifteen minutes prior to each performance time) and you can see the final stage preparations and hear an informal discussion of the history, choreography and music of that night’s ballet. 

Bass Concert Hall, Free to ticket holders.

Photography

Photos are available upon request by emailing christian.meyer@balletaustin.org, or by scheduling a photography/video appointment during a rehearsal by calling 512-476-9151 ext. 102.  
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Ballet Austin

Under the leadership of artistic director Stephen Mills, Ballet Austin has uniquely combined classical dance with innovative style and movement. Ballet Austin presents five productions each year in Austin, tours nationally and is a financially stable $4 million organization. The Company employs 21 professional dancers from around the world to live in Austin for 34 weeks each season.  Ballet Austin II and the Ballet Austin Academy serve as educational arms that strengthen the organization’s core purpose. The Ballet Austin Academy is one of the largest in the United States, serving more than 900 students annually. Ballet Austin has established itself as a world-class company that makes ballet accessible to all and enhances Austin’s reputation as a city that thrives in the arts.
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