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Ballet Austin Welcomes New Board Members

2009 – 2012 Class with 13 New Members
WHO:

Ballet Austin 

WHAT:
New Board Chair, New Class of Ballet Austin Board

WEB: 

www.balletaustin.org

AUSTIN, TX—Ballet Austin is proud to announce the election of thirteen community leaders to three-year terms on its Board of Directors.  The new members join an influential group led by incoming Board President Daniel Byrne (Partner, Fritz, Byrne, Head & Harrison, LLP) and Chair philanthropist Sarah Butler.

Each new member adds to the diverse backgrounds, professions, and expertise of the organization’s board providing continuity, executive/fiscal oversight, financial stability, public accountability, and sound policy for the 53-year old organization.  The Board works to provide exceptional artistic programming, arts education, life-long health and fitness opportunities, and access for the entire Central Texas community.

New President Dan Byrne has served 17 years as an active member of the Board.

Incoming Members of the Board of Directors

· Peter Barlin 
· Erika Barnhart 

· Kay Broaddus 
· Cindi Davies 
· Charles Duggan 
· John Hall 

· Jenn Hamlin 

· Christopher Han 
· Laura Huffman 

· David McDonald

· Jason Neulander
· Alison Hightower Suttle 

· Sarah Zeigler

NEW BOARD MEMBER BIOS

Peter Barlin is an Austin real estate developer and investor who has purchased multiple properties throughout Austin to convert into usable spaces.
Erika Barnhart is a patron of the arts and former dancer. Barnhart danced at the University of Colorado at Boulder and trained in many dance styles, including African, Brazilian, and modern.  
Kay Broaddus is a long-time patron and supporter of Ballet Austin and its dancers. Broaddus was involved in the start up of Broaddus and Associates and serves on its board. Broaddus has served as a chair of the Docents of the Governor’s Mansion and is a member of the Settlement Club and Settlement Home for children. As a Navy wife for twenty years, she is interested in veterans’ issues as well as children’s issues and, music, art, history and genealogy. 

Cindi Davies serves as the Vice President of Finance Transformation for Dell, Inc. Davies also serves as an executive sponsor for the Finance Diversity Action Committee and was a founding board member of Dell’s women’s networking group. Davies was previously a soloist with Evanston Concert Ballet in Chicago and toured for 4 years with Brigham Young University’s Theatre Ballet.  

Charles Duggan is an Austin-based theatrical entrepreneur who has produced the Greater Tuna tours, as well as shows for his Marines Memorial Theatre in San Francisco and plays on Broadway. Duggan graduated with honors from both Stanford University and Georgetown University Law Center and practiced corporate, real estate, and entertainment law with San Francisco firm Chickering & Gregory. Duggan co-produced his first Broadway play, "K-2” at age 28, making him the second-youngest producer in Broadway's history.

John Hall is President and Lead Consultant of John Hall Public Affairs where his consulting work focuses on environmental, water and energy issues. He previously served as Executive Director of the Texas Environmental Research Consortium and was Chairman of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission. John also worked as Special Assistant & Deputy Campaign Director for US Senator Lloyd Bentsen and was a Staff Assistant in the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs at the White House. John is a graduate of the LBJ School of Public Affairs and Sam Houston State University. 

Jenn Hamlin graduated from Dartmouth College with a B.A. in English Literature and started her career in fashion retailing. After ten years in various positions and companies including Jordan Marsh and TJX, she ended up at Tommy Hilfiger, Inc. After a stint with Tommy in Boston and New York and then Texas, she left to pursue other interests. The following year, Hamlin and her husband were transferred to Tokyo, Japan where he worked with Dell Computer for two years. 

Christopher Han is currently the owner of an Austin-based development company specializing in building high-end senior care in secondary and tertiary markets in Texas. Han spent 14 years as a structured derivative specialist in New York. His last position as head of Latin and South American derivatives for Westdeutsche Landesbank capped a career that included positions in both sales and proprietary trading at Societe Generale, HongKong Shanghai Bank, Natwest Capital Markets, Banque Nationale de Paris, and as a floor trader on the PHLX. During Han’s Wall Street career, he served on several boards and has been a primary donor to multiple organizations where he endowed the Han-Liles photography award.

Laura Huffman assumed the role of Texas State Director of the Nature Conservancy in June 2008. Huffman heads a Texas staff of more than 100 scientists, conservation experts and support staff working at 35 preserves and projects spanning from West Texas to the Big Thicket and the Panhandle to the Gulf Coast. Throughout her career she has devoted substantial energy toward advancing environmental causes to benefit the lives of citizens. Huffman has earned a Master of Public Affairs degree from the University of Texas at Austin and a B.S. in Political Science from Texas A&M University.

David McDonald is a director at Deloitte & Touche and has worked in public accounting for over 25 years, both in New York and Austin. He has been a ballet enthusiast in both cities and has been a supporter of Ballet Austin since moving to Austin in 1996.

Jason Neulander founded and was the Artistic Director of Salvage Vanguard Theater here in Austin from 1994-2008. His background includes fundraising, marketing, lobbying, management, touring, producing, writing, and directing. Currently, Neulander manages The Intergalactic Nemesis, a property he co-created that exists as a play, comic book, web site, radio drama and more, which toured the nation from 2006 to 2008 and is opening commercially in New York in the near future.

Alison Hightower Suttle is a former elementary school teacher. Following her retirement, Suttle began completing commissioned family history and memory paintings. She has recently enjoyed writing and illustrating children’s picture books, as well. 
Sarah Zeigler, President and CEO of Jackson Arch Properties, currently manages commercial real estate in and around Austin, Texas. Prior to starting her own company, she helped pioneer and grow TechTurn – a trusted leader in technology recovery, refurbishing and remarketing. As active Vice President, Zeigler’s responsibilities included strategic development, marketing/PR and daily logistics/execution of the company. 

Contact Information

501 West Third Street

Austin, Texas 78701

Box Office: 
512-476.2163   

Academy: 
512-476-9150       

General info: 
512-476-9151

Fax: 

512-476-3973

About Ballet Austin

As distinctive and dynamic as the city it calls home, Ballet Austin welcomes audiences near and far to participate in its "classically innovative" vision for the democratization of dance. With a rich history spanning five decades, acclaimed productions, and one of the nation's largest classical ballet academies, the organization is poised for an even greater future. From their new home at the Butler Dance Education Center and Community School in downtown Austin, Ballet Austin and artistic director Stephen Mills actively engage the community, dancers, and audiences alike. The New York Times proclaims Ballet Austin "a company with big ambitions" originating work that is "absorbing." 

IMAGES:
http://media.wyattbrand.com for print-ready, password-free images
MEDIA:
For interviews, details David Wyatt at david@wyattbrand and (512) 450.4395

WEB:

http://www.balletaustin.org/contribute
Page 1 of 3

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


