
 
 

 

Ballet Austin’s  
Cult of Color: Call to Color 

Featured in September Issue of Art in America  
 
WHAT:  Ballet Austin’s Cult of Color: Call to Color (April 2008 World Premiere) Profiled in September Art in America Magazine 
WHO:  A partnership between Ballet Austin and Arthouse at the Jones Center with additional support from The Fabric 

Workshop and Museum (Philadelphia), James Cohan Gallery (New York), Dunn and Brown Contemporary (Dallas) 
WHERE:  Available on Newsstands Internationally – PDF Scan Attached 
 
AUSTIN, TEXAS – Ballet Austin’s groundbreaking Cult of Color: Call to Color, has been profiled in Art in America magazine. The 
ballet – which had its world premiere in April 2008 – was realized through an exciting collaboration among international award-
winning choreographer and Ballet Austin artistic director Stephen Mills, Houston-based contemporary visual artist Trenton Doyle 
Hancock and nationally acclaimed Austin composer Graham Reynolds. The acclaimed production brings Hancock's mythology to 
life in a new dimension through an innovative partnership.  
 
Regular Art in America contributor Eleanor Heartney details the collaboration and Cult of Color: Call to Color itself in the three-
page feature, calling the result “…a production that swept the viewer along in a thoroughly satisfying blend of sound, imagery and 
movement.” Ballet Austin’s Cult of Color: Call to Color has proven to be a success with critics and audiences alike. 
 
Art in America magazine covers the visual art world, both in the United States and abroad, and is widely read by art dealers, 
collectors, historians, art professionals, and others. It contains news and criticism of painting, sculpture, photography, installation 
art, performance art, digital art, video and architecture in exhibition reviews, artist profiles, and feature articles. 
 
Mills and the Ballet Austin Company are currently in Washington, D.C. (September 29 –October 13) to join The Suzanne Farrell 
Ballet for four performances of George Balanchine’s Episodes at the Eisenhower Theater at The Kennedy Center as part of The 
Suzanne Farrell Ballet’s Artistic Partnership initiative. 
 
Stephen Mills, choreographer, Artistic Director Ballet Austin 
Known for his innovative and collaborative choreographic projects, Stephen Mills has works in repertories of companies across the 
country and around the world. From his inaugural season as Ballet Austin’s Artistic Director in 2000, Mills attracted attention with 
his world-premiere production of Hamlet, hailed by Dance Magazine as “...sleek and sophisticated.” For his debut in New York 
City’s renowned Joyce Theater in 2005, The New York Times wrote that Mills can "...innovate by using the body in ways that 
depart from balletic convention.”  Mr. Mills was also awarded the Steinberg Award, the top honor at Quebec’s Festival des Arts de 
Saint-Sauveur International Choreographic Competition for One/The Body’s Grace. With Cult of Color: Call to Color, Stephen Mills 
continues to establish his ground-breaking approach to dance creation. 
 
About Ballet Austin 
As distinctive and dynamic as the city it calls home, Ballet Austin welcomes audiences near and far to participate in its "classically 
innovative" vision for the democratization of dance. With a rich history spanning five decades, acclaimed productions, and one of 
the nation's largest classical ballet academies, the organization is poised for an even greater future. From their new home at the 
Butler Dance Education Center and Community School in downtown Austin, Ballet Austin and artistic director Stephen Mills 
actively engage the community, dancers, and audiences alike. The New York Times proclaims Ballet Austin "a company with big 
ambitions" originating work that is "absorbing."  
 
For more information, please visit www.balletaustin.org/cultofcolor 
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